Guide to Miyagi Zao Kokeshi Museum
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B Togatta” iﬂE 1rthplace @? Kokeshi®
kT ogattayKokeshifwereXdeveloped §mainlydaround kT ogatta’ Hot}Sprmg, Miyagi Prefecture. Togatta, with a slightly longer

W historydthan§Narugo’ ihas) p&gduced manygmastergclass wood qrtlsans Togatta Kokeshi have a relatively large head, some
B being colorful w1th redfradial omamentﬁtlon painted ove thﬁitopg'of the head, forehead and on the sides of the face, and
others Withak bobbsd black§hairgwithout ornamentatlon T{“ﬁ yod atterns mainly consist of overlapped chrysanthemum
de51gns Or modlfled chrysanthemum demgns leavmgflowe e n over all.
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Kokeshi are unique wood toys that have been created and developed exclusively in the Tohoku region. The
professional artisan craft (woodworker) called "Kiji-shi" existed throughout the country, but only "Kokeshi"
originated from the 6 present day prefectures of the Tohoku region.

Kokeshi are toys constructed of only a body and a head arranged with simple eyes and a nose, but have different
forms and patterns depending on the production area. At present they are classified into 11 lines across the

In particular, Mi a 'Prefecture is the center place of Kokeshi having five roductlon areas, namely, Togatta, ¥
Yaji v r? d finally Hijio od narea,thrc‘ h[etocatldn of Kuv-shn (814 o
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Traditional Kokeshi are classified into 11 lines according
to the production area, relationship between master and
apprentice and expressive style.
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These dolls have
gorgeous patterns
with a focus on
chrysanthemums. A
squeaking sound is
Ne made by turning the
- head.
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These dolls have red
ring-shaped
ornamentation on
their heads with hair
painted over the
center of their faces,
and have slender
bodies.
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—  These dolls have a

' bobbed hair style with
their bodies decorated
with Nebuta paintings and
Ainu patterns.
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These dolls have
straight bodies with
square shoulders,
characterized by
flowering plants
mainly consisting of
overlapped
chrysanthemums.
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A Janome pattern,
or a double ring is
ainted on their
eads, while many
bodies have a

pattern b?/
spinning lathe.

Most of these dolls
have a colorless head
called "Kinakina" which
can be moved back
and forth and around.
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These dolls have red
and ring-shaped
ornamentation on
their heads with hair
painted over the
center of their faces,
and have slender
bodies.
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These dolls have a
relatively large
head, some with
red radial

ornamentation or
bobbed hair.
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The head and body are
connected, having typical
Kimono and apron
patterns.

BLL 2 % Yamagata Kokeshi [digk F 555 3 Zao Takayu Kokeshi
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Most of these dolls
have many red radial
ornamentation patterns
on their heads with
bobbed hair, and
Sakura-kuzushi
patterns mainly painted
on their bodies.
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The head is larger
than the bod
charactenzecy by
patterns of a

spinning lathe like a
beret.
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'ﬁ In the modern Kokeshi Museum, there are
many interesting areas, including an
exhibition hall exhibiting Kokeshi dolls from
across the country, a booth where demonstrations are given by
Kokeshi artisans, an experience area where visitors can actually
experience painting Kokeshi.
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Take up the challenge
of making a Kokeshi doll
after watching traditional
Kokeshi craftsmen!

You can make only one
Kokeshi doll of your own
in the world under the
guidance of an artisan.
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Making of Kokeshi
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Drying of virgin wood (Age of tree: 20-30 years
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3”‘ = old): After bark of the tree is peeled, virgin wood
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o e Cross cutting: Virgin wood i is cut Conversion of timber: Any excess &2
= 45-2’,to size. (Dogwood, painted maple timber is cut off. <=3
_wt  Seees (Itaya kaede), maple and the like =

are used as V|rg|n wood.)
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Insertion: A head is inserted into

: Designs and patterns are
the body.

‘- palnte on the body and head.
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Finishing: Wax is applied as a finish. 5
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Easy cleaning method for Kokeshi:Avoid
direct sunlight and wipe Kokeshi with a dry cloth.
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The following two types of spinning lathes are currently used. Namely, one is a vertical
spinning lathe where a turner sits at a right angle to the axis of rotation of the spinning
lathe, and the other is a horizontal spinning lathe where a turner works in parallel with the | #
axis of the spinning lathe. In Miyagi Prefecture, vertical spinning lathes are used in
Togatta, Zao and Sakunami, while horizontal spinning lathes are used in Narugo.




